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In January, interested citizens gathered for 
the improvement of Okmulgee by attending a 
special presentation hosted by Main Street. 

Main Street identifi ed “Key Players” in 
the Okmulgee Rising campaign, and they used 
this event as an offi cial update as to what 
is happening since Okmulgee Rising started 
about a year and a half ago.  The community, 
building owners, and interested citizens were 
invited to learn more about what is happening 
in Okmulgee.

The event was conducted as a casual 
interview type format,. 

Dr. Bill Path, Mayor Steve Baldridge, Justin 
Jiles represented the “Big Three” powerhouses 
in Okmulgee were among the fi rst panel to 
discuss and update how all three institutions 
are working together.

Another panel consisted of Margaret Hess, 
Marry Lewellen, Mark Mabrey representing local 
citizens who have begun restoration on their 
properties in the downtown area.

Downtown residents Richard Larabee and 
family, Branham twins, Sheryl Hail provided yet 
another prospective while Okmulgee Main Street 
director Heather Sumner, Chris Azbell and State 
Main Street Director, Linda Barnett represented 

the Main Street and the Chamber. of Commerce.
Each group had about 15 minutes to 

discuss their part in the Okmulgee Rising effort. 
“It was a tremendous success thanks to 

all that were willing to tell their story in front 
of about 100 people. In the past 18 months, 
over 20 buildings purchased for renovation, over 
150 lives to be infused into downtown, multiple 
Historic Rehabilitation Tax Credit projects, and 
millions invested,” Drake said.

And summed the evening up with one 
word “phenomenal.”

Okmulgeerising 2.0 update given

The Council House 
was packed with 

individuals wanting 
to hear an update 
on the Okmulgee 
Rising campaign.



Volunteers sought
Would you like to be more involved in Okmulgee Main Street and 

#okmulgeerising? Below are the different committees with the times, dates 
and places. Join one or all! For more information, contact the Okmulgee Main 
Street offi ce or attend a meeting.

Economic Vitality Committee
 2nd Tuesday of the month  Mabrey Meeting Room
 8:30 a.m.   Rusty Milroy, Chair
    rmilroy@mabreybank.com
Economic Vitality involves analyzing current market forces to develop long-
term solutions. Recruiting new businesses, creatively converting unused space 
for new uses, and sharpening the competitiveness of Main Street’s traditional 
merchants are examples of economic restructuring activities.

Design Committee
 2nd Friday of the month Green Country Technology Center
 11 a.m.   Julie Roberds, Chair
    jroberds@gctcok.edu
Design enhances the look and feel of the historic district. Historic building 
rehabilitation, street and alley clean-up, landscaping, street furniture, signage, 
visual merchandising and lighting all improve the physical image of the 
downtown as a quality place to shop, work, walk, invest in, and live. Design 
improvements result in a reinvestment of public and private dollars to 
downtown.

Membership Committee
 1st Thursday of the month  Main Street Offi ce
 9 a.m.   Billie Been, Chair
    bjbeen@ecoec.com
Membership involves building a Main Street framework that is well 
represented by business and property owners, bankers, citizens, historic 
preservationists, entrepreneurs, public offi cials, chamber of commerce, and 
other local economic development organizations. Everyone must work together 
to renew downtown. A strong organization provides the structure and stability 
to build and maintain along-term effort.

Promotions Committee
 1st Friday of the month Main Street Offi ce
 12 p.m.   Kim Priegel, Chair 
    Kim.CTR.Priegel@okdhs.org
Promotion creates excitement and vibrancy downtown. Street festivals, parades, 
retail events, and image development campaigns are some of the ways Main 
Street provides education on what’s downtown and encourages customer 
traffi c Promotion involves marketing an enticing image to shoppers, investors, 
and visitors. 

Voices of Okmulgee 
competition set
Are you musically talented?  The “Voices of Okmulgee”  
competition is your chance to share your talent with the 
Okmulgee community.  This competition is just like “The Voice”.  
Whether you’re in a band or a local artist, we want to hear 
from you.  Competition is March 26th! Contact the Okmulgee 
Main Street Offi ce for details. 918-758-1015

Photo from last year’s competition

Downtown Parking and 
Walkability Presentation set

Follow up presentations from Scott Day, 
with Urban Development Services, and The 

University of Oklahoma Institute for Quality Communities will be 
held Tuesday, February 23rd 5:30 p.m. at the Mabrey Meeting 
Room. RSVP is required due to limited seating.

What is a walkability study? A walkable neighborhood – one 
in which all people can safely and easily move about on foot and 
in which locations, goods, and services can be accessed by walking 
– has many benefi ts. Residents in such neighborhoods tend to 
walk more and therefore get more physical activity; businesses 
benefi t from local customers and property values increase faster; 
and there is an enhanced sense of connection and safety due 
to greater interaction among neighbors. Conducting a walkability 
assessment provides an opportunity to raise awareness about these 
benefi ts and the conditions in your area. Neighborhood strengths 
and assets can be highlighted, while challenges and concerns can 
be referred appropriately and improvements can be sought.

Call the Okmulgee Main Street offi ce to RSVP, 918-758-1015.



Board of Directors

Margaret Hess
President

Chris Azbell
President-Elect

Kim Priegel
Treasurer

Dana Sigmon
Secretary

Rusty Milroy
Immediate Past President

Justin Giles
Member

Richard Larabee
Member

Mary Lewellen
Member

Mark Mabrey
Member

John McConnell
Member

Dr. Bill Path
Member

Valerie Rice
Member

Julie Roberds
Member

Clint Wilson
Chamber Representative

Heather Sumner
Main Street Director

107 EAST SIXTH STREET
OKMULGEE, OK 74447
(918) 758-1015 (P)
(918) 938-0149 (F)

okmulgeemainstreetinc@yahoo.com

For Okmulgee Main Street news 
and activities visit 

www.okmulgeemainstreet.com

For updates on Okmulgee Rising 
visit www.okmulgeerising.com

Message from the President
Happy New Year Main Streeters: 
It is indeed an honor to be 

serving as  
President of 
Okmulgee Main 
Street in 2016. 
I can only 
imagine what 
the coming year 
has in store 
for both Okmulgee Main Street and 
the community of Okmulgee. I have 
little doubt it will be outside of the 
realm of our imagination.  Yesterday, 
I had the pleasure of reviewing 
and signing applications that will 
be submitted for consideration 
for the Oklahoma Main Street 
awards on behalf of Okmulgee 
Main Street. It was humbling and 
inspiring to experience again many 
of the highlights of 2015. I took 
a few moments to pause and give 
thanks for those who serve on 
our Board of Trustees, our Director 
and Assistant, our partnerships, 
“serendipity” and collaboration of 
so many individuals and entities in 
Okmulgee.  Without the leadership 
and dedication of so many working 
together, #okmulgeerising would 
only be a mere “hashtag”.  It truly 
has taken on a life of its own and 
Okmulgee Main Street will continue 
to tend and nurture the fi re that 
we began a mere 18 months ago.

So many ask, “how can I 
be involved?” or “call me if you 

need some help”.  So I want to 
personally invite you to make note 
of when our Okmulgee Main Street 
committees meet each month.  Our 
Promotions committee oversees 
the plans and implementation all 
of our downtown events.  They 
will be brainstorming on a new 
monthly evening event for the 
coming year.  If you have an idea 
or interest in this area, please join 
Kim and her committee for the 
next meeting.  Rusty Milroy heads 
us our Economic Vitality (formerly 
Economic Restructuring) and it’s 
always a great hour of updates from 
building owners and renovators on 
loft construction and brainstorming 
on ideas for future business pursuits 
in our downtown.  If you enjoyed 
our “Big Brain Trivia Night” or our 
building tours in conjunction with 
the Harvest Spoon Chili Fest the 
last two years, we’d love for you to 
serve on our Membership committee, 
led by Billie Been.  Our membership 
is the heart of our organization and 
our input and ideas so vital.  For 
all of you with “creative fl air”, you 
will not want to miss Julie Roberds’ 
Design committee.  Our newly 
established Okmulgee Arts Council 
is a branch of their committee 
and they will be working this 
year to bring a new mural project 
downtown, host the 6x6 art show 
and work with downtown building 
owners as they apply for Facade 

Renovation Grants.  
Renovations have begun on 

the new home offi ces of Okmulgee 
Main Street, on the corner of 6th 
and Grand.  Ron Drake is heading 
up this project and our new offi ce 
will refl ect practical preservation at 
its fi nest.  We look forward to the 
completion of that project in the 
near future and will be hosting an 
open house so we can show it off.  

Mark your calendars now, 
with the events we have scheduled 
for 2016.  But don’t wait for 
a “scheduled” event to come 
Downtown.  There is life and 
vibrancy to experience every day in 
Downtown Okmulgee.  Come shop 
with our hometown merchants, dine 
in our restaurants or just enjoy 
strolling around the Council House 
lawn (maybe with your favorite 
canine companion) and listen to 
the music playing on the Downtown 
sound system.  

I’ll leave you until next month 
with a favorite quote: 

“Never doubt that a small 
group of thoughtful, committed 
citizens can change the world; 
indeed, it’s the only thing that ever 
has.” Margaret Mead

See you on The Square in 
Downtown Okmulgee, 

Hill wins Sparkle 
Spree grand prize

The downtown Okmulgee Square drew a large 
crowd to hear the announcement of names drawn in 
the Okmulgee Main Street Sparkle Spree cash giveaway 
on Dec. 22 downtown at the Creek Council House. 
Kelly Hill of Okmulgee won the $2,000. 

“I am so excited! I feel great!,” she said. Hill said 
she plans to use it to pay off some debt.



2016 Calendar of Events

Voices of 
Okmulgee
Saturday, March 26th
  

107 E. 6th
P.O. Box 455

Okmulgee, OK 74447

OrangeFest
Friday, April 8th
  

Food for 
Thought
Thursday, May 26th
  

Muscogee Creek Nation

Art & Food 
Market
June 24-25th 

Big Brain 
Trivia Night
Saturday, Aug. 13th
  

6x6 Art Show
Thursday, Sept. 15th 
 

Harvest Spoon 
Chili Fest & 
48-Hour Film Fest

Saturday, Oct. 22nd

Festival of 
Lights Parade
Thursday, Dec. 15th
  

Sparkle Spree 
Grand Drawing
Tuesday, Dec. 20th
  

UPCOMING:  Downtown Parking and 
   Walkability Presentation 
   Tuesday, Feb. 23 at the Mabrey Meeting Room 
   Please RSVP due to limited seating


