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OrangeFest is a community 
homecoming celebration hosted by 
the Main Street Association and 
OSUIT in downtown Okmulgee. The 
annual festival offers a day of free, 
family-friendly fun that includes live 
music, food trucks, a chalk walk, art 
displays, and culminates with a 5K Glo Run.

Admission and parking are free.
Chalk Walk starts at noon on the 

sidewalks around the Council House ending at 7 
p.m. (enter to be judged or just chalk for fun) 

• Food trucks will be on Morton between 
6th & 7th Streets ready to serve from 5-9 p.m.

• Live entertainment stage will be in the 
middle of 7th Street between Grand & Morton 
7 p.m. (Winners from Season 2 of the Voices Of 
Okmulgee) 

• Glo-Run: Register at the YMCA. Race 
starts at 8 p.m. at the YMCA and the fi nish line 
is in front of the stage area.

• Council House will be open displaying an 
Okmulgee Rising room & OSUIT Art Plus Exhibit 
Open at 5 p.m.

OrangeFest History
OrangeFest originated in the late 1980’s 

when OSU Institute of Technology hosted an 
annual open house event on campus known 

as Super Weekend featuring activities that the 
whole community could enjoy while showcasing 
the academic programs that defi ned “OSU Tech.”

Twenty years later, OSUIT resurrected the 
event in 2013 and called it Super Saturday as 
a homage to Super Weekend. Many of the same 
traditions from Super Weekend were brought 
back including a kite-fl ying area, kid-friendly 
activities, the Okmulgee Chamber of Commerce 
Trade Show, and a general open house for all 
academic programs. New activities included 
the Okmulgee Wellness Coalition Fun Run, a 
Hawaiian Luau by the School of Culinary Arts, 
and the High Voltage Lineman Rodeo. Headlining 
the event was a presentation by Emmy 
award-winning artist, cartoonist, and puppeteer 
Wayne White, presented by the School of Visual 
Communications.

In 2015, with the tremendous support of 
the Okmulgee Main Street Association, Super 
Saturday was rebranded to OrangeFest to 
refl ect the bright orange future represented by 
the #OkmulgeeRising movement and OSUIT’s 

involvement. The best of the previous 
years’ traditions continued and 
expanded to two days of activities. 
Friday’s events centered around the 
square in downtown Okmulgee, and 
Saturday’s events were on the campus 
of OSU Institute of Technology. 

Headlining OrangeFest 2015 was The Voice 
winner Craig Wayne Boyd.

Season 2 set for March 26
In conjuction with OrangeFest, the 

challenge to fi nd the best local talent has been 
accepted by local artists for Season 2 of the 
The Voices of Okmulgee Competition.

The competition begins in the historic 
Orpheum Theatre Saturday, March 26, 2016 at 
11 a.m. Come watch to see how it all unfolds! 
Admission is $5.

There’s only a few spots left! For more 
information and to register, call the Okmulgee 
Main Street offi ce at 918-758-1015.

OrangeFest, Voices Season 2 set



Citizens, community leaders and business representatives recently gathered 
together to perform a walkability study of Downtown Okmulgee. 
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We’re hearing it more and more: 
that the vibrant, livable cities of the 
21st century will be walkable. 

But what is it really?
Walkability is much more than 

just providing citizens with “the ability 
to walk”. 

Walkability is a measure of 
how friendly an area is to walking. 
Walkability has many health, 
environmental, and economic benefi ts. 
Factors infl uencing walkability include 
the presence or absence and quality of 
footpaths, sidewalks or other pedestrian 
rights-of-way, traffi c and road 
conditions, land use patterns, building 
accessibility, and safety, among others.
Walkability is an important concept in 
sustainable urban design.

Recent national preference studies 
have shown that home buyers are 
willing to make tradeoffs in house size 
and price to live in homes that are in walkable 
neighborhoods.  

Successful walkable developments 
incorporate three key principles - the Three P’s: 
1) Physical Access, 2) Places, and 3) Proximity.

PHYSICAL ACCESS
We’ve all been there – you really want 

to go to that shop that is only a little ways 
away, but to get there… *sigh* … there 
aren’t any sidewalks, or the sidewalks are 
cracked, narrow and exposed to speeding 
traffi c, making the journey uncomfortable at 
best, and dangerous at worst. If walkability is 
a desired component of a new development 
or a redevelopment project, people will need 
to be able to physically get from one place to 
the next. Physical infrastructure literally marks 
the path from place to place, indicating where 
pedestrians are allowed and providing some 
degree of safe harbor from competing modes of 
transportation like transit and automobiles.

There is no “one-size-fi ts-all” here. So while 
it’s important to provide the physical means 

to get around, there’s no one prescription for 
the surface-treatment, width or amenities that 
accompany the infrastructure. A soft surface 
trail may suffi ce to connect two different nodes 
of a neighborhood, but won’t likely serve very 
well as a walkable route to a corner store.  It 
would be hard for a person in a wheelchair to 
get to the store and back on a gravel pathway.

PLACES TO GO
Now that we’re able to physically move 

ourselves around, where are we headed? It’s 
not enough to simply provide a means of 
getting around, because walkability demands 
that you’ve got an end to that means. There 
is no “perfect” combination of destinations and 
amenities that result in an optimally walkable 
area. What is important is that there is a 
sensible mix of destinations providing enough 
diversity so that people have the opportunity 
to fulfi l at least some of their daily and weekly 
needs. Generally, a combination of workplaces, 
stores, schools, restaurants, public spaces and 
parks and culture. The more places to go, the 
more opportunity residents will have to fulfi ll 
their needs on foot, rather than driving.

PROXIMITY
OK, so we have a place to go, 

and we have a way to get there, now 
on to the next challenge: How far 
away is it? You might have the best 
protected sidewalks this side of the 
Mississippi, and the best public schools 
in the country, but you may be so far 
from them that non-motorized travel is 
just not practical.

A rule of thumb here is that 
a mix of destinations within one-
half mile from the doorstep – with 
sensible means to get there – is an 
accepted measure of walkability. We’re 
not talking as the crow fl ies, so to be 
more specifi c, a 10 to 15 minute walk 
is a reasonable metric, and represents 
the outside limits of what we consider 
walkable. Beyond a half-mile, or 10 
minute stroll, and an area’s walkability 

will decrease signifi cantly.
Walkable areas will incorporate a sensible 

mix of physical infrastructure and places to go, 
all within a reasonable proximity from home.

Several studies have shown benefi ts to 
living in a walkable environment: Increased 
physical health and increased social capital 
are correlated to people living in walkable 
neighborhoods. We also know that the more 
one walks to take care of business and 
pleasure, the more they’ll end up saving on gas.

Beyond these practical benefi ts, there 
is new information suggesting that home 
buyers are increasingly interested in walkable 
developments. Now that consumers have 
voiced their preference for these types of 
neighborhoods, we can pay closer attention as 
we build new housing stock, or retrofi t old, 
to provide more walkable amenities.  When 
we create communities that are physically 
connected, have places to go, and are in close 
proximity to home, we will create a healthier, 
more socially connected population, and who 
doesn’t want that?

What the heck is “Walkability?”
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Several members of 
the Okmulgee Main 

Street Board and the 
Arts & Humanities 
Council enjoyed a 
tour of Downtown 
Ft. Smith, Arkansas 

in late January.
The mural project Ft. 
Smith conducted last 
September inspired 

the group to do more 
in the Okmulgee 

community. Ft. Smith 
did 11 murals in 1 

week.

The Okmulgee Arts Council in conjunction with 
the Okmulgee Main Street Design Committee and 
Okmulgee Chamber of Commerce hereby announce 
the 2016 Okmulgee Mural Project.

Each interested artist shall submit an artistic 
rendering based on the “Welcome to Okmulgee ...” 
inspiration: 

The generalized nature of this description 
allows each artist to utilize their artistic prowess 
to create a truly one of a kind piece of art that 
embraces everything that is unique and interesting 
about Okmulgee. This may require extensive 
primary/archival research and interviews with 
local citizens in order to achieve a more refi ned 
vision of the project. In addition, the artist must 
embrace the spirit and fervor associated with the 
#OkmulgeeRising phenomenon.

The location of the mural is the East side of 
the 2nd story stucco wall of the Sneed Building 
near the corner of 6th & Severs in Downtown 
Okmulgee. The size of wall: is 14’ tall on the south 
side declining to 12’ tall on the north side. Length 
is 85’. There are 5 windows/doors on this wall. This 
location was chosen because of its visibility from 
Highway 75 and to be a welcoming sign into the 
downtown area. 

The commission fee: $5,000 and additional 
funds may be made available for paint, 
miscellaneous supplies, travel, and preparatory work 

Timeframe for Submissions: February 11, 2016 
– May 6, 2016

For more information of the application 
process, and complete guidelines visit www.
okmulgeemainstreet.com

Location of the new mural will be the Sneed Building near the corner of 6th & Severs.

Mural project underway



Upcoming Events
Voices of 
Okmulgee
Saturday, March 26th
  

107 E. 6th
P.O. Box 455

Okmulgee, OK 74447

OrangeFest
Friday, April 8th
  

Membership Committee
Thursday, March 3 
9 a.m. 
Okmulgee Main Street Offi ce

Promotions Committee
Friday, March 4 
12 p.m. 
Okmulgee Main Sreet Offi ce

Economic Vitality Committee
Tuesday, March 8 
9 a.m. 
Mabrey Meeting Room

Design Committee
Friday, March 11
11 a.m. 
Green Country Technology Center


